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Mi crographia. 

Examining feveral of thefe very curioufly figur’d bodies (which are 
commonly thought to be Stones form’d by fome extraordinary rlafiick 
•virtue latent in the Earth it felf ) I took notice of thefe particulars : J ^ 

Firft, that thefe figured bodies, or ftones, were of very differing fub- 
ftances, as to hardnefs : fome of Clay, fome Marie, fome foft Stone, al- 
moft of the hardnefs of thofe foft ftones which Mafons call Fire* ftone 
others as hard as Portland ftone, others as hard as Marble, and fome as 
hard a a Flint or Cryftal. 

Next, they were of very differing fubftances as to tranfparency and 
colour ^ fome white, fome almoft black, fome brown, fome Metalline, or 
like Marchafites 5 fome tranfparent like white Marble, others like flaw’d 
Cryftal.fome gray, fome of divers colours 5 fome radiated like thefe long 
petrify cl drops , which are commonly found at the FeaJ^, and in other 
fubterraneous caverns , which have a kind of pith in the middle. 

Thirdly, that they were very different as to the manner of their out- 
ward figuration } for fome of them feem’d to have been the fubftance 
that had fill'd the Shell of fome kind of Shel-fifh ■> others, to have been 
the fubftance that had contain’d or enwrapp’d one of thefe Shels,on both 
which, the perfeft impreflion either of theinfide or outfide of fuch Shells 
feem'd to be left, but for the moft part, thofe impreflions feem’d to be 
made by an imperfefr or broken Shell, the great end or mouth of the 
Shell being always wanting, and oftentimes the little end, and fometimes 
half, and in fome there were impreifions, juft as if there had been holes 
broken in the figtirating. imprinting or moulding Shell fome of them 
feem'd to be made by fuch a Shell very much brufed or flaw'd, infomuch 
that one would verily have thought that very figur’d ftone had been 
broken or brufed whilft a gelly, as ’twere, and fo hardned, but within 
in the grain of the ftone, there appear’d not the leaft fign of any fuch 
brufe or breaking, but onely on the very uttermoft luperficies. _ 

Fourthly, they were very different, as to their outward covering, fome 
having the perfect Shell, both in figure, colour, and fubftance, flicking 
on upon its furface, and adhering to it, but might very eafily be fepa- 
rated from it, and like other common Cockle or Scolop-Jliels , which fome of 
them moft accurately refembled,were very diffoluble in common Vinegar, 
others of them, efpecially thofe Serpentine, or Helical ftones were cover'd 
or retained the fhining or Pearl-colour’d fubftance of the infide of a She!, 
which fubftance, on fome parts of them, was exceeding thin, and might 
very eafily be rubbed off; on other parts it was pretty thick, and re- 
tained a white coat, or flaky fubftance on the top, juft like the outfides 
of fuch Shells 5 fome of them had very large pieces of the Shell very 
plainly flicking on to them, which were eafily to be broken or flaked off 
by degrees: they likewife, fome of them retain’d all along the furface of 
them very pretty kind of futures , fuch as are obferv d in the lkulls °f fc* 
veral kinds of living creatures, which futures were moft curioufly fliap d 
in the manner of leaves, and every one of them in the fame Shell, exa y 
one like another, which I was able to difeover plainly enough with my 
naked eye, but more perfectly and diftinftly with my Microfcope, all 
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, , v u rM kine fome of thefe ftones,I found to be the termini, 

th f ej/ ndines of certain diaphragms, or partitions, which feem’d to divide 
°. r boi ' 5 0 p t h e Shell into a multitude of very proportionate and iegu- 
the cavity thefe Diaphragms. in many of them, I found very per- 

\&v cells o\ c ‘™ 5 „ diftfnft fubftance from that which fill’d the 

cavilled and efaftlyof the^ine kind with that which cove.cdche ou, 
for the moft part whitifh, or mother-of-pearl colour d • 
fld As b for g the cavities between thofe Diaphragms I found fome of them 
fill’d with Marie, and others with feveral kinds of ftones, others, for, the 
S oft part hollow, onely the whole cavity was ufoally covered over 
Si l kind of iarmJ, tariff J fubftance, which ftuck about the Ades, 
and was there fhot into very curious regular Figures, juft as Tartar, or 
other diflolv'd Salts are obferv’d to ftick and cryjiallize about the fides of 
the containing Veffols^ or like thofe little Diamants which I before ob- 
ferved to have covered the vaulted cavity of a Flint 5 .others had thefe 
cavities all lin’d with a kind of metalline or marchafne-hkg iubftance, 
which with a Microjcope I could as plainly fee moft curiouUy and regu-* 

larly figured, as I had done thofe in a Flint. 

From all which, and feveral other particulars which I obferv d, I can- 
not but think, that all thefe, and moft other kinds of ftony bodies which 
are found thus ftrangely figured, do owe their formation and figuration, 
iiotto any kind of Tlaficlf virtue inherent in the earth, but to the Shells 
of certain Shel-fifhes, which, either by fome Deluge, Inundation, Earth- 
quake, or fome fuch other means, came to be thrown to that place, and 
thereto be fill’d with fome kind of Mudd or Clay, or petrifying Water, 
or fome other fubftance, which in tratt of time has been fettled toge- 
ther and hardned in thofe fhelly moulds into thofe lhaped fubftances we 
now find them j that the great and thin end of thefe Shells by that Earth- 
quake, or what ever other extraordinay caufeit was that brought them 
thither; was broken off:, and that many others were otherwife broken, 
bruifed and disfigured 5 that thefe Shells which are thus fpir allied and fe- 
parated with Diaphragmes,wexe fome kind of Nautili or Porcelane Jhells 5 
and that others were (hells of Cockles ,Mufcles ,Perivoincles ,S colaps ,Scc. of 
various forts 5 that thefe Shells in many, from the particular nature of the 
containing or enclos’d Earth, or fome other caule, have in trad: of time 
rotted and mouldred away, and onely left their inlpreflions, both on the 
containing and contained fubftances j and fo left them pretty loofeonc 
within another, fo that they may be eafily feparated by a knock, Or two 
of a Hammer. That others of thefe Shells, according to the nature 
of the fubftances adjacent to them, have, by a long continuance in 
that pofture, been petrify d and turn’d into the nature of ftone, juft as I 
even now obferv’d feveral forts of Wood to be. That oftentimes the Shell 
may be found with one kind of fubftance within, and quite another 
without, having, perhaps, been fill’d in one place, and afterwards tranlla- 
ted to another, which 1 have very frequently obferv’d in Cockle , Mttfcle, 
Perimncle , and other fliells, which I have found by the Sea fide. Nay, 
further, that fome parts of the fame Shell may be fill’d in one place, and 

fome 



